[Thrombocytopenic purpura during heparinotherapy. Two cases (author's transl)].
In two patients treated by heparin for thrombosis, thrombocytopenia under 10 000/cumm occured accompanied with bleeding cud recurrent thrombosis. The demonstration in the patients' serum of a factor inducing platelet aggregation and serotonin release in the presence of heparin suggests that the thrombocytopenia could be of immuno-allergic origin. In both cases, the discontinuation of heparin resulted in clinical and biological improvement. The rare cases of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia reported in the literature are discussed.